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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT STROESSNER'S PAPAL AUDIENCE 
REF: ROME 7447 

1. AT CASTEL GANDOLPO JULY 25 PRESIDENT STROESSNER HAD HALE- 
HOUR PRIVATE AUDIENCE ALONE WITH POPE PAUL ALTER WHICH OTHER 
MEMBERS OP OPPICIAL PARTY PRESENTED TO POPE. VATICAN HAS 
INPORMED US THAT POPE PAUL STRESSED TO HIS GUEST HOPE THAT 
CHURCH IN PARAGUAY WOULD BE PERMITTED GREATER FREEDOM TO 
PULPILL ITS MISSION. SOURCE NOTED THAT POPE HAD PARTICULARLY 

IN MIND TASK OP LOCAL BISHOPS TO IDENTIFY ABUSES OP HUMAN RIGHTS 

AND APPEAL POR THEIR ELIMINATION. THE POPE ALSO ASKED THAT 

GOP EXERCISE CLEMENCY TOWARD PERSONS DETAINED POR POLITICAL CRIMES. 

STROESSNER DID NOT REPEAT NOT GIVE PONTIPF ASSURANCES ON LATTER 

REQUEST, BUT MOST INTERESTINGLY, ACCORDING TO SOURCE, NEITHER 

DID HE DENY EXISTENCE OP POLITICAL PRISONERS IN PARAGUAY OR 

TRY TO DEPINE SUCH PERSONS AS NORMAL CRIMINALS. 

2. DURING MASSIVE GENERAL AUDIENCE JULY 25, POPE PAUL MADE 
SPECIAL STATEMENT IN SPANISH TO GROUP OP PARAGUAYANS WHO HAD 
ACCOMPANIED PRESIDENT STROESSNER ON HIS EUROPEAN TRIP. IN 
ADDITION TO WORDS OP WELCOME, POPE URGED HIS GUESTS TO PRACTICE 
THAT PAITH WHICH "LEADS TO A SINCERE DIALOGUE IN A SPIRIT 
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BILITIES IN THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITIES." VOLPE 
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